LPS/PHILOS 29 — Critical Reasoning*
Adam J. Chin | TuThu 1-3:50pm | PCB 1200
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Course Logistics

Contact: achin6@uci.edu Office Hours: W 1-3; via Zoom or in SST 740/742
Course Website: Canvas
Required Text: N/A
Course Description: What’s an argument? What makes some arguments good and some
bad? This course will focus on analyzing arguments in natural language. In order to help
with this analysis, we’ll develop a special formal language, “sentential logic”. Topics will
include translation of English arguments into this language, constructing simple proofs,
and encountering arguments in the wild. Most examples will involve goats. There will be
cookies.
This course has no prerequisites and satisfies GEs II and Vb.
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Course Goals and Objectives

After this course, I hope that you will be able to:
 formulate clear and precise arguments,
 identify and explain faulty reasoning in a variety of contexts, and
 gain familiarity with formal systems.
In order to achieve the above goals, you will:
 learn about logical notions of validity and soundness,
 translate natural language arguments into sentential logic; and
 apply tests of validity to arguments in a variety of academic and everyday contexts.
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Assignments

Your grade will be composed of 4 parts: Discussion/Participation (30%),
Quizzes (15%), Homework (45%), and a Final project (10%). There will
be no curve for the course.
Grades will be assigned based on
A+ ≥97.0% A ≥92% AB+
≥87% B ≥82% BC+
≥77% C ≥72% CD+ ≥67% D ≥62% D-

3.1

the following scale:
≥90%
≥80%
≥70%
≥60%

Homework
45%
Quizzes
Final
15%
10%
Participation
30%

Discussion/Participation (30%)

A large portion of time in class will be spent working on problems in small groups. As such,
it’s important that you attend class every session. Your discussion/participation grade will
be broken down as follows:
*
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 Groupwork (10%)—each class you will be required to work on problems in a group
(to be determined at the start of each week). These problems will serve as practice
to help you learn the material better.
 Class surveys (5%)—you will be asked to complete three different surveys/evaluations:
one after our first class, one after week 2, and one at the end of the course.
 Attendance (10%)—attendance will be taken during each lecture. It’s important that
you show up on time so that you can participate in your groups. See subsection 5.2
below for details on absences).
 Participation (5%)—active engagement with the material and with your peers is
mandatory. However, I recognize that people have different ways of participating and
engaging with course content—some feel comfortable speaking in front of everyone,
others feel more comfortable talking one-on-one in office hours or via email. A rubric
(link) regarding how your participation will be assessed can be found on Canvas.

3.2

Quizzes (15%)

Each week we will have a quiz on the material covered in the previous week. Quizzes will
take place on the Tuesday of each week, except the Week 1 syllabus quiz, which will take
place on Thursday (23 June). Each quiz is worth the same amount of your total grade;
your lowest quiz score will be dropped.

3.3

Homework (45%)

Each class (including those in Week 1!) you will be assigned several homework problems.
Each set of homework problems will be submitted twice—once for completion and once for
accuracy.
Homeworks assigned for Tuesdays will be due for completion during class the Thursday of
the same week, and by that Thursday at midnight for accuracy. Thursday homeworks will
be due for completion during class the following Tuesday, and by that Tuesday at midnight
for accuracy. During class, we will review several of the previously assigned homework
problems so that you’ll have the opportunity to revise your answers before submitting
them for accuracy.
Each homework will be submitted online via Canvas. All homeworks are worth the same
amount of your total grade (1 point for completion, 4 points for accuracy). Your lowest
homework score will be dropped.

3.4

Final Project (10%)

The final project will consist of two parts. The first part will essentially be a take-home
exam (similar to your homeworks). For the second part, you will find, formalize, and
analyze an English-language argument from a source of your choice. Further details on
this assignment will be released during Week 4.
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Canvas

The course Canvas page can be accessed here: [LINK]. If you have logistical questions,
please post them to the Logistics Questions discussion board. You’re also welcome to ask
content-related questions in a separate thread of your own.
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5.1

Course Policies
Academic Dishonesty

All work that you produce and submit in this course must be your own. Cheating and
plagiarism, as defined here by UCI, will not be tolerated. Violations of academic integrity
will be reported to the university and may result in failure of the course.

5.2

Absences and Tardiness

Attendance is mandatory. However, you will be allowed one unexcused absence (that
is, you can choose not to show up and not tell me about it beforehand, and you won’t
be penalized). In the case of an emergency, family death, etc., further absences may be
granted. If you are able, please email me beforehand, or else email me as soon as possible
after the absence.
I also expect you to show up to class on time. Often we will have quizzes at the start of
class and you will not be able to make those up! I understand, however, that sometimes
things come up! As such, you will have two (2) days in which you can arrive up to 15
minutes late (i.e. by 1:15). However, if you show up late on other days, you will lose
points. If you know in advance that you will have to be late, please let me know as soon
as possible.

5.3

Late Submission Policy

Late homeworks will be accepted but will suffer 10% for each calendar day they are late
after the first 24 hours, for a maximum of -50%. E.g. if you submit a Tuesday homework
on Sunday, it will receive -20%.
Except in extremely exceptional circumstances, I will not accept your Final Project past
the posted deadline (26 July). If you think you’ll be unable to turn it in on time, please
contact me as soon as possible.
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How to Succeed in this Course

This course will feature lots of problem-solving and groupwork. To do well, you’ll need to
make sure you do the homeworks; developing skill in logic requires hours of practice!
That said, remember that mistakes are okay! If you mess up on a proof or translate
something incorrectly, it’s not something to be down about—it’s something to learn from!
And please feel free to send me emails and come to my office hours! If you ever
have further questions, want something clarified, are looking for reading suggestions, or
just want to talk, I’m here and happy to help however we can. If my normal office hours
don’t work, just send me an email and we can work out another time.
3
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How to Write an Email

Here’s a template for writing emails to me. (Note text in [square brackets] represents a
place where you fill in the relevant details—don’t include the square brackets!)
Subject: LPS 29 — [Something that describes your question/comment]
Body:
Hi/Hey Adam,1
My name is XXX and I’m in your LPS 29 class. [Insert question/comment]
Thanks!
[Your Name]
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Campus Resources

Important: If you feel that you may need particular accommodations in this course,
please contact the Disabilities Services Center (DSC) as soon as you can so that they can
make sure the appropriate accommodations are made in a timely manner. The DSC can
be reached at 949-824-7494 and/or through their website. Please note that in order to
request accommodations, you must first register through the DSC.
The following are a number of other campus resources that you might find useful as you
navigate your way through this course (and general college life!):
 UCI’s libraries are an excellent source of research materials. They not only house tens
of thousands of physical books, but also provide access to a wide variety of academic
journals and publishing houses. You can access many of these resources (including
textbooks sometimes!) online as long as you are on campus, or else through UCI’s
VPN when off-campus.
 The Counseling Center offers a variety of professional mental health and wellness
services. They are open Monday-Friday from 8am-4pm and can be reached at 949824-6457.
 The Basic Needs Hub provides a variety of services for students experiencing food
and housing insecurity. I encourage you to familiarize yourself with their various
programs.

1

Please note that this kind of salutation may not be appreciated or appropriate for other instructors.
The safest salutation is “Dear Prof. XXX”. But feel free to use whatever you’d like with me! (Just don’t
call me Prof. Chin since I’m not a professor!)
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(Tentative) Course Schedule

This schedule is subject to change. Please check Canvas for the most up-to-date version of
our schedule!
1.1 (21 June)

What is this Course

Readings: N/A!
Pre-course survey due today 11:59pm PDT
1.2 (23 June)

What is a Good Argument?

Syllabus quiz today!
HW 1.1 due today
2.1 (28 June)

How do We Assess Validity?

Quiz 2 today!
HW 1.2 due today
2.2 (30 June)

More Translation

HW 2.1 due today
3.1 (5 July)

Proofs

Quiz 3 today!
HW 2.2 due today
Mid-session Survey due today at 11:59pm PDT
3.2 (7 July)

More Proofs

HW 3.1 due today
4.1 (12 July)

Even More Proofs

Quiz 4 today!
HW 3.2 due today
4.2 (14 July)

Formal Fallacies

HW 4.1 due today
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Informal Fallacies

Quiz 5 today!
HW 4.2 due today
5.2 (21 July)

Arguments in the Wild

HW 5.1 due today (12pm completion; 11:59pm accuracy)
Instructor Eval due 24 July 11:59pm
Final Project (both parts) due 26 July 11:59pm

This is a goat. (Image from Wikipedia.)
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